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The Joy of shared

e reading”

(NAPS)—The only thing better
than readmg a good book may be

' enjoying that book together w1th a

readmg group.. o ik

~Reading: groups are a‘ great ‘
way to learn about new authors,

to share favorite books and to
meet other readers.

These are just a few of the rea-

' sons why the Women’s National
Book Association (WNBA) wants

to encourage readers to take part’

in a group. /
“Reading groups inspire, trans-
form and educate,”

apprematlon for the written word.”
To celebrate the 90th anniver-
sary of its founding, the organiza-
~ tion has designated October as
- National Reading Group Month
| (NRGM). The ‘mission of National

Reading Group Month is fourfold:
o a1 brmg about public aware-

ness of the joy of shared reading;
“wi '» To provide a time gor existing
! groups to celebrate, their acgo
phshments_ an ake plans
the, futuré ;
* To encourage 11brar1es book-
stores and various orgamzatmns
0 host spécm vents for r;eadmg:

individuals ‘to get invelved
existing reading group or start
one of their own.

‘WNBA has chaptets in: Bost,on, '

Dallas, Detroit, Los Angeles,

i ;Nashv‘ille\, New Y‘ork“{City, ‘San

Franc1sco and Washington, D.C.
'Its advisory board includes
Carol Fitzgerald, founder and
president of The Book Report Net-
work including Readinggroup
guides.com, and Nancy Pearl, a
nationally ‘ndted' librarian and
author of “Book Lust” (2003),
“More Book Lust” (2005) and
“Book Crush: For Kids and Teens”

,” said Laurie
Beckelman, WNBA president. “They
foster community and instill an

o3

opportum 1es for
in an*

chapter c1t1es and elsewhere 4

@4 ks ek ot ugv,

LB

vorites for 2006
'Paimm by John Boyne

B vS’!qhé Gap by Adriana Trigiani
nd Other Impossible Pursuifs by Ayelet

Read this: Any month can be a-
great month to start a reading
group and share your favonte
books.

(2007) all pubhshed by Sasquatch
Books. " “ "¢ W |

. A chief organizer is April J qﬂge
. of. the ‘New 'Jersey Ameri
Li’brary,«Assomagtwn and pest
Caldwell Public Library. NRGM is
orlglmaily the'idea of Margha
Burns and Alice Dillon, authors of

“Reading Group Journal: Notek in

’he Margin” published by Aljbe-
ville Press (1999).

Further information is av’eul
able at http://wnba-books. org
Check the Web site for detailg on
WNBA National Reading GrQup
Month events to take placé in
October. Sponsors include Harper—

‘Collins Publishers 4nd Susanhah

Greenberg Public Relations. The
Women 's National Book Assotia-
tion was established before
women in America even had ;the
rlght to vote. It is a broad- basged,
nonprofit organization with mém-
bers across ‘the country, three His- [
tmgulshed national awards arid a |
history of lively events'in its elght
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