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 The Joy Of
Shared

Reading

VYFILU
(NAPSI)-The  only
thing better than
reading a good book
—may be enjoying that
book together with a

readinggroup.

_Reading groups are

a great way to learn
about new authors,
to share favorite
books and to meet
other readers.

These are just a few
of the reasons why
the Women's
National Book
Association (WNBA)
wants to encourage
readers to take part
in a group.

"Reading  groups
inspire, transform
and educate," said
Laurie Beckelman,
WNBA  president.
"They foster com-
munity and instill an
appreciation for the
written word."

To celebrate the
90th anniversary of
its founding, the
organization  has
designated October
as National Reading
Group Month
(NRGM). The mis-
sion of National
Reading Group
Month is fourfold:

" To bring
about public aware-
ness of the joy of
shared reading;

1 To provide a
time for existing
groups to celebrate
their  accomplish-

ments and make
plans for the future:

. To encourage
libraries, bookstores
and various organi-
zations to host spe-
cial events for read-
ing groups; {3
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A chief organizer is

April Judge of the details on

h‘ai;:)://wnba—
books.orgd. Check

Web site for
e WNBA

National ~Reading
Group Month even?s
to take place 1IN
October. Sponsors
include®e
HarperCollins

Publishers and
g usanna _h
Greenberg  Public
Relations. The
Women's National
Book Association

was establishgd
before women in
America even ha'd
the right to vote. Itis
a broad-based, nc_)n-
profit organization
with members
across the country,
three distinguished
national awards and

a history of H\{e\Y
events in its eight
% chapter cities and

elsewhere.

Read this: Any
month can be a
great month to start
a reading group and
share your favorite
books. e



